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PURPOSE/PROBLEM: (Clearly identify the purpose of the memo/report)

To consider future growth and annexation of land to the town.

BACKGROUND/HISTORY: (Provide all pertinent background information to give a clear understanding of the report)

In August 2009, Council adopted a new Town Plan that replaces the former Municipal Development
Plan. The Town Plan sets out the policy framework for the future of the town. Work has commenced on
a Growth Management Strategy that will indicate where future physical growth should take place and
when this work is completed it will be incorporated into the Town Plan.

The provincial government through the Land Use Framework and the Land Stewardship Act is
advocating that a long term view (in excess of 50 years) should be taken when looking at future growth.
Within such a time frame High River could grow to a population in excess of 50,000. (It is currently
about 12,000).

The preliminary work undertaken on the Growth Management Strategy has examined the potential for
population growth within the existing town as well as the expected demands for commercial, industrial
and residential uses beyond the present urban area. The results of this work has suggested that at least
2,400 acres of raw land (15 quarter sections) would be required to meet the long term needs of the
town.

The Town commissioned an environmental assessment study of land within a two mile distance of the
town boundary to identify physical constraints to growth. Based on this study and the long term raw land
needs, the accompanying map was drawn up. The expansion area indicated on the map contains
approximately 3,000 acres of which approximately 2,600 acres are potentially developable.

The land shown on the map indicates three phases. The first phase is the north west area and is the
subject of a formal request for annexation from the “Spitzee Crossing” landowners. The second phase
would include the rest of the land between the present town boundary and Highway 543. The third
phase is six quarter sections south of the present town boundary. All of this land is acknowledged in the
Inter-Municipal Development Plan as areas for “future urban development”.

The north-west and north-east areas have Highway 543 as the north boundary. With the proposed
upgrading and extension of Highway 543 through to Highway 2, together with development associated
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with the Highway2/2A industrial area north of Highway 543, it is likely that pressures for development in
the area will increase, particularly along the Highway 543 corridor. The north-west and north-east areas
are logical ones for the town to grow into and annexation would allow the Town to effectively plan for
their future development. The south area is relatively unconstrained and forms a logical expansion of
the town to the south. There is no physical boundary in the south and if further annexation was
considered necessary in the future, this boundary could be extended further south.

While land for future growth will not all be required in the short term, staff are of the opinion that it
should be annexed comprehensively so that long term infrastructure and land uses can be planned
efficiently. A comprehensive approach to annexation would also provide a roadmap for future Councils,
landowners and the public and would help to minimize future speculation.

Because of the amount of work involved in compiling and submitting applications to the Municipal
Government Board, staff considers that the suggested comprehensive annexation should be
approached in three consecutive phases. The application for the north west area is virtually complete
and can proceed soon. Work on the second and third phases could commence early next year.

Following a recent meeting of the Inter-Municipal Committee when the principle of the suggested

comprehensive annexation was discussed, it would appear that both Councils are in support of the idea.
This report is being brought forward at Council request so that a formal resolution can be made.

ALTERNATIVES: (Clearly identify options available)

N/A

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: OPTIONAL HEADINGS: When applicable, identify implications or involvement with other Town
Departments and/or existing policies, other government agencies or the public at large through the following
headings Interdepartmental Involvement, Intergovernmental, Public Relations, Public participation)

N/A

CONCLUSION/SUMMARY: (Briefly summarise report or state logical conclusions drawn)

The report provides background information relative to a comprehensive annexation of land to the town.
The annexation of land in the short term will enable an effective Growth Management Strategy to be
prepared and infrastructure to be planned.

RECOMMENDATION: (Recommend course of action, based on the conclusions drawn)

That Council endorse the comprehensive approach to annexation outlined in the Annexation and Future
Growth report which includes the following steps:

1) adoption of the comprehensive annexation map attached to the report,

2) completion of the annexation for the north west area as soon as possible,

3) initiation of annexation applications for the north east and south areas in 2010.
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